JOHANNESBURG LETTER                                             69
But then the matter is being discussed by several persons.  Hence these
detailed explanations.
EDUCATED PERSONS AND PERSONS OF STANDING
The discretion vested in officials to accept signatures by educated
persons and persons of standing, such as businessmen, is an additional
point about [this system of] voluntary registration. This was not added
at Mr. Gandhi's instance, but was included in the draft put before
him. As it was not considered desirable to forgo this [benefit], it was
allowed to remain. It appears reasonable that educated persons should
be allowed to sign their names [for purposes of identification]; because
the decision as to who is educated cannot be made at the discretion of
the official. But allowing a man of standing to sign, even if he
is uneducated, is quite improper. The fact that the decision as to who
is a man of standing will be made by the official carries with it a suggestion
of slavery. I therefore advise people not to avail themselves of this
concession. Whatever we get as a matter of right is welcome, but it
is wrong to accept anything as a favour. I do not mean to say that there
should be no distinction between good and bad, between the poor and
the rich, but such distinctions should not be left to the discretion of
an official.
THE END
On leaving the Colonial Office, Mr. Gandhi was allowed to go
to Johannesburg. The watchful pickets, having come to know of this,
had surrounded the Colonial Office. They were told by Superintendent
Bates that Mr. Gandhi had left 'But they refused to believe that
Mr. Gandhi could have left without their knowledge, for they had been
guarding all the exits. And thus it happened that Mr. Gandhi met
the pickets as soon as he came out. He informed them that every Indian
would be set free on Friday and asked them to convey the information
to the others.
MIDNIGHT MEETING
Mr. Abdulla sent a telegram to Mr. Essop Mia asking him and
Mr. Polak to receive Mr. Gandhi who was arriving at Park Station by
the last train. Only Mr. Essop Mia and Mr. Aswat were there to receive
him, most of the other Indians having gone to the Indian mosque, A
meeting was held in the precincts at midnight attended by about a
thousand people. Mr. Gandhi told them to go about their work quietly
without noisy demonstrations or processions. The reporter of the
Leader, who was present, promised not to publish a report of the meeting.
Everyone agreed that they were only concerned with the result, and that
there was no need for any celebrations. People felt extremely happy.